
 VILLAGE OF JOHNSBURG 
FEBRUARY 2, 2012 REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
 

President Edwin Hettermann called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Village Hall. 
 
Attendees 
Trustee Kevin McEvoy  
Trustee Mary Lou Hutchinson  
Trustee John Huemann  
Trustee Janice Sisk 
Trustee Ron Zanko  
Trustee Rich Janusz  
Village Attorney Michael Smoron 
Police Chief Keith VonAllmen 
 
FROM THE FLOOR  – McHenry County Water Resource Manager, Cassandra McKinney was 
in attendance to discuss several matters related to water conservation programs.  She provided 
the board a resolution to consider regarding the USEPA’s Water Sense Promotional Partnership.  
She also discussed the Challenge to Save Water campaign and identified several programs that 
will be occurring over the next couple of months to provide water conservation awareness.  Ms. 
McKinney informed the Board that she is establishing a program in which she will meet with 
homeowner’s associations to discuss stormwater management and their responsibilities as an 
association regarding maintenance of stormwater infrastructure. 
 
Ms. McKinney asked that the Village seek ways to improve bus service in Johnsburg.  She 
explained that the current Pace bus service travels along Chapel Hill Road when heading towards 
Crystal Lake and therefore does not provide access to shopping and other destination areas 
located along major highways such as Route 31.  She asked that the Village pursue a change in 
the route and also look into expanding the McRide services currently offered in the City of 
McHenry.  Ms. Peters stated that she spoke with Ms. McKinney about her concerns.  She 
explained that the Public Works Committee had been working with Pace to establish service 
improvements and add stops throughout Johnsburg.  She added that she will be following up with 
McHenry Township Supervisor Donna Schaefer and other contacts to see what can be done. 
 
OMNIBUS AGENDA  - Trustee Hutchinson moved to approve the Omnibus Agenda.  Trustee 
Janusz seconded the motion.  Trustee Zanko requested the removal of the Disbursements from 
the agenda.  All Trustees voted aye on the roll on the remaining Omnibus Agenda items.  Motion 
carried. 

• Move to approve the minutes of the January 19, 2011Regular Meeting of the President and Board 
of Trustees 

• Move to approve Ordinance 11-12-28 Amending Chapter 4.03 of the Johnsburg Municipal Code 
• Move to approve Ordinance 11-12-29 Amending Chapter 1.06 of the Johnsburg Municipal Code 
• Move to authorize the release of impact fees totaling $19,273.14 

 
• DISBURSEMENTS (removed) 
• General Fund   $ 130,258.31 
• Waterworks/Sewerage Fund $     4,286.80  
• TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS  $ 134,545.11 



DISBURSEMENTS - Trustee Sisk moved to approve the disbursements.  Trustee Zanko 
seconded the motion.  Trustee Zanko questioned the payments to Curran Contracting, Foley and 
Larder; and Johnsburg School District #12.  President Hettermann confirmed that the payment to 
Curran Contracting was for cold patch and the payment to the school district was for 
development impact fees.  Ms. Peters explained that the payment to Foley and Larder was for 
services related to SSA 27 bond administration.   All Trustees voted aye on the roll.  Motion 
carried. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT - President discussed the vehicle funding that was recently the 
subject of an article in the Northwest Herald. Chief Von Allmen explained that he has made 
application for the grant but cautioned that funding is very limited and awards are oftentimes 
directed towards communities with higher crime. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
THIRD QUARTER REVIEW  - Ms. Peters provided the board a copy of the Revenue and 
Expense Report for the period ending January 31, 2012 along with a summary which identifies 
budget line items with significant changes as compared to the approved budget and the reason for 
the differences.  She explained that at the close of the fiscal year, the Village can anticipate 
receiving approximately $21,000 in revenues greater than budgeted and expenses closing out 
approximately $86,000 less than budgeted.  The overall impact will result in approximately 
$107,000 which can be set aside to further build reserves at the end of the fiscal year.  Ms. Peters 
asked the board to review the information and contact her with any questions. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
DECEMBER 20, 2011 MINUTES – Ms. Peters explained that at the previous board meeting a 
motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the December 20, 2011 meeting of the 
President and Board of Trustees.  The matter was then tabled at the request of Trustee Zanko to 
include additional dialogue from the meeting.  Ms. Peters provided the board with two changes 
that could be considered based upon Trustee Zanko’s request.  Trustee Hutchinson questioned 
the purpose of the changes.  Trustee Zanko stated that he asked that the minutes include 
comments made by Trustee Hutchinson about elections being popularity contests.  Trustee 
Hutchinson stated that she did not make that statement.  She explained that she used the word 
“popular” but not in that context.  Trustee Sisk and Janusz stated that they too interpreted the 
statements to mean “popularity contest”.  Trustee Hutchinson further clarified that her statements 
referred to the term “popular vote” - meaning the amount of people voting for an individual 
resulting in the candidate being elected to office or winning the popular vote. She further 
explained that it is a reflection of what the community wanted at that point in time.  President 
Hettermann confirmed that the changes drafted by Ms. Peters reflect a verbatim account of the 
discussion.   
 
Trustee Hutchinson stated that the process by which changes are made to minutes is to discuss 
any proposed changes at the board meeting and determine if they are appropriate or if more 
information is needed. Trustee Zanko stated that he made the request before the meeting as he 
was directed to regarding matters included on the agenda.  President Hettermann stated that 
trustees should direct questions regarding disbursements and other agenda items to Ms. Peters 
before the meeting for clarification, however changes desired to the minutes need to be openly 
discussed at the board meeting.  He added that one individual should not direct staff to make 



changes to minutes.  Trustee Zanko stated that the recording is not available at the meeting and 
therefore he requested that the recording be reviewed before the meeting.  President Hettermann 
reiterated that the matter is discussed at the board before directing staff to take time to review the 
recording.  Trustee Zanko expressed concern about timely approval of the minutes.  Trustee 
Hutchinson stated that she has supported the video recording of the meetings so that they would 
be available for everyone and then any questions regarding discussions at the meetings could be 
easily viewed.  Trustee Zanko questioned why it had not been implemented.  Trustee Hutchinson 
stated that is the responsibility of the chairman of the Development and Governmental Affairs 
Committee to bring the matter before the board. 
 
President Hettermann confirmed with Trustee Zanko that he is okay with the changes submitted 
to the board. Trustee Hutchinson moved to amend the minutes to include the changes before the 
board.  Trustee Sisk seconded the motion.  Trustees McEvoy, Sisk, Huemann, Janusz and 
Hutchinson voted aye.  Trustee Zanko abstained. 
 
ORDINANCE 11-12-30 AMENDING CHAPTER 3 – President Hettermann reiterated that the 
amendment would require a vacancy on the board be filled by the individual who was not elected 
in the prior election but had the next most votes.  If that individual was not interested or no 
longer qualified it would be offered to the individual with the next highest votes.  If no candidate 
from the previous election accepted the appointment, the president could then consider 
individuals serving on Village committees.  President Hettermann questioned whether or not the 
proposed amendment is legal.  Attorney Smoron stated that the amendment is not legal.   
 
Trustee Zanko moved to discuss the proposed amendment.  Trustee Janusz seconded the motion.  
Trustee Zanko stated that he emailed Larry Frang of the Illinois Municipal League to see if there 
are similar ordinances adopted by other members of the IML.  He explained that he has not heard 
back from Mr. Frang. Trustee Zanko stated that he would like the board to take action on the 
ordinance but asked that Attorney Smoron make any changes necessary to clarify the intent of 
the ordinance and add boilerplate language.  Trustee Zanko confirmed that the proposed 
language should represent that the appointment would first be offered to individuals who ran in 
the prior election based upon the number of votes received and secondly to a committee member.  
Trustee Hutchinson explained that while she does not support the idea of approving an ordinance 
that is illegal, she further believes that the appointment should go to the individual who is most 
qualified.  She explained that as proposed, the ordinance would require the candidates be limited 
to those that ran in the prior election or currently serve on a committee.  She questioned why the 
Village would limit itself when there may be an individual more qualified that does not meet the 
criteria. 
 
Trustee Zanko restated that he attempted to get more information regarding the proposed 
ordinance but did not receive a response from the IML.  Trustee Hutchinson questioned even if 
the IML did respond indicating that some other communities had amended their ordinance, 
would it make a difference in the Village’s determination on the matter.  She explained that 
regardless of what other communities may or may not have done, the Village attorney is 
responsible to the Village and he has stated that the proposed changes are not legal.  She pointed 
out that a representative of the IML is not accountable to the Village therefore why would his 
feedback affect the ultimate decision.  Attorney Smoron agreed that even if other communities 
have incorporated some changes to their local ordinances regarding the matter, it does not change 
the underlying issue regarding the legality of the changes. 
 



Trustee Huemann stated that regardless of whether or not the proposed ordinance is legal, he 
does not believe it is in the Village’s best interest to adopt an ordinance which limits the powers 
granted to the president under state authority.  He explained that he believes the president is 
elected to lead the Village giving him additional responsibilities with regards to its direction, 
therefore he believes to limit his authority would not be good for the Village.  Trustee Huemann 
added that he believes qualifications should be the most important factor in determining who 
would be best suited for the appointment.  He stated that Mr. McEvoy is very qualified for the 
position and his years of service on the Public Works Committee are further beneficial to the 
Village.  Trustee Hutchinson stated that she believes Mr. McEvoy should be given a chance.  
Trustee Sisk explained that she feels the people’s voice should be considered and therefore the 
appointment should be the individual with the next most votes from the previous election.  
Trustee Huemann stated that the individual who was not elected in the previous election was not 
elected for a reason and even though they may have received the next most votes, the public’s 
voice was heard by not electing the individual into office.   
 
Trustee Zanko stated that he has never been approached to serve as the Public Works Chairman 
yet he is not aware of anyone in the Village more qualified than he is to do so.  Trustee 
Hutchinson questioned why he believes he is more qualified.  Trustee Zanko stated that he is an 
engineer who designs water and wastewater systems.  Trustee Huemann stated that he has more 
than 40 years of experience managing personnel in a public works industry but he does not 
believe that means that he should chair the Public Works Committee.  Trustee Zanko questioned 
if Trustee Huemann designed water and wastewater systems or standby generators.  Trustee 
Hutchinson explained that the designing of those systems is not the role of the Public Works 
Chairman as the Village has engineers who are responsible for those tasks.  President 
Hettermann explained that water and wastewater systems make up only one component of public 
works activities.  Trustee McEvoy offered to provide his resume again to the board and explained 
that he has more than 34 years of experience managing in a public works industry. 
 
Trustee Hutchinson moved to approve Ordinance 11-12- 30 amending Chapter 3 with the 
clarifications discussed regarding the order of the candidates to be considered and the addition of 
boilerplate language.  Trustee Huemann seconded the motion.  Trustees McEvoy, Sisk, 
Huemann, Janusz, and Hutchinson voted nay.  Trustee Zanko abstained.  Motion failed. 
 
Trustee Janusz stated that his position on the matter has nothing to do with qualifications as he 
has gone on record stating that he believes Trustee McEvoy to be very qualified.  He explained 
that he believes the manner in which the vote was taken on the matter was well orchestrated and 
he did not believe it was appropriate.  Trustee Huemann explained that the manner in which the 
subject was addressed was done so in accordance with the laws governing the appointment of an 
individual to a vacancy on the board. 
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING/VISIONING STATUS - Ms. Peters distributed copies of the 
Strategic Plan and Visioning reports.  She explained that Dr. Glosson suggested that the Board 
review the outcome of the January 2011 Strategic Planning Session  to determine what goals 
have been accomplished and see if any new goals should be added.  The board agreed to review 
the information for further discussion at the February Committee of the Whole meeting. 
 
NEWSLETTER MAILING  - Ms. Peters reported that she met with a representative of 
Liturgical Publications who currently works with the Village of Mundelein to distribute their 
newsletter.  She added that the company also handles the local church bulletin.  Ms. Peters 



explained that if the Village decides to work with them, they will provide assistance with the 
initial layout of the newsletter and provide overall support to the Village regarding the 
development of each issue.   In addition to establishing the layout and providing support, the 
company will provide enough colored copies for the newsletter to be mailed to all of the 
households in the Village.  They will make the copies, prepare them for mailing and take them to 
the post office.  The Village will only be responsible for the cost of postage.  Additionally, a 
profit sharing component will be included in the contract which will enable the Village to collect 
30% of the profits which can help offset postage costs.   
 
To cover their costs, Liturgical Publications will sell ads to be included in the newsletter.  They 
will situate a sales representative at the Village Hall for one to two weeks beginning in May to 
sell the ads.  Ads are sold for a one year term.  The Village will provide the company a list of 
local businesses and send out an initial letter to the businesses to let them know about the 
advertising opportunity.  The board questioned if the Village has final say in the ads and if 
residents with businesses located outside the Village could be considered as well.  Ms. Peters 
explained that the Village will provide the list of businesses thereby managing the allowable ads. 
 
Ms. Peters pointed out that the anticipated cost to mail newsletters to all households and 
businesses in the Village will be about the same as what the Village is currently paying to 
produce 500 copies of the newsletter and mailing them to approximately 125 residents.  She 
explained that the upcoming newsletter will be mailed to all addresses in the Village because it 
will include information regarding the upcoming referendum question related to electric 
aggregation.  Liturgical Publications expects that the first issue they will be able to develop 
would be the August issue.  Ms. Peters stated that she plans to move forward in working with 
Liturgical Solutions by having Attorney Smoron review the proposed contract and bring it before 
the board for approval.  She explained that the standard contract is for a five year term with an 
annual out clause.  Once approved, the layout of the newsletter will be brought before the board 
before the first issue is completed.    
 
RECESS FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION – Trustee Hutchinson moved to go into closed session 
for the purpose of reviewing and releasing closed session minutes.  Trustee Huemann seconded 
the motion.  All Trustees voted aye on the roll.  Motion carried at 8:52 p.m. 
 
RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION - Trustee Sisk moved to return to regular session. Trustee 
Janusz seconded the motion.  All Trustees voted aye on the roll.  Motion carried at 8:58 p.m. 
 
CLOSED SESSION MINUTES - Trustee Hutchinson moved to approve the minutes of closed 
session meetings before the board (see attached list).  Trustee McEvoy seconded the motion.  All 
Trustees voted aye on the roll.  Motion carried. 
 
ADJOUNRMENT  – Trustee Janusz moved to adjourn.  Trustee Huemann seconded the motion.  All 
Trustees voted aye.   Motion carried at 8:59 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Claudett E. Peters 
Village Administrator 



VILLAGE OF JOHNSBURG 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MINUTES APPROVED FEBRUARY 2, 2012 

DATE OF MEETING PURPOSE 

Tuesday, October 16, 2007 Imminent Litigation - Morris  

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 Pending Litigation SSA 23 

Thursday, January 03, 2008 Pending Litigation SSA 23/Employee Performance and Compensation 

Tuesday, January 15, 2008 Pending Litigation SSA 23 

Thursday, February 07, 2008 Pending Litigation SSA 23 

Tuesday, March 04, 2008 Pending Litigation SSA 23 and Grand Point Homes/Land Acquisition-Voss 

Tuesday, March 18, 2008 Pending Litigation SSA 23 and Grand Point Homes/Land Acquisition -Voss 

Tuesday, April 01, 2008 Pending Litigation Grand Point Homes/Land Acquisition -Voss 

Tuesday, May 06, 2008 Pending Litigation SSA 23 

Tuesday, May 20, 2008 Pending Litigation SSA 23 

Tuesday, June 03, 2008 Pending Litigation SSA 23 

Tuesday, July 01, 2008 Pending Litigation SSA 23 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 Pending Litigation SSA 23 

Tuesday, September 16, 2008 Pending Litigation SSA 23 

Tuesday, October 07, 2008 Pending Litigation SSA 23 

Tuesday, December 16, 2008 Appointment, Employment…. Of specific employees of the Village 

Thursday, February 05, 2009 Appointment, Employment…. Of specific employees of the Village 

Tuesday, February 10, 2009 Appointment, Employment…. Of specific employees of the Village 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 Appointment, Employment…. Of specific employees of the Village 

Tuesday, May 12, 2009 Pending Litigation SSA 23 

Tuesday, May 19, 2009 Imminent Litigation - Harker  

Tuesday, June 02, 2009 Imminent Litigation - Harker  

Tuesday, June 16, 2009 Imminent Litigation - Harker  

Thursday, February 04, 2010 Pending Litigation Neptune J.S. Reimer, JV, LLC 

Thursday, July 15, 2010 Imminent Litigation  - Vayo 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


